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Key differences within the 2023 Exam:

*Recognize genres (NY-3.R.9) was a newly tested standard in 2023 (was not tested 2018-2022)

Exam weightings by standard - historical averages since 2018
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36%
14%

10%

7%

5%
6% 1%

Theme/central idea (NY-3.R.2)
Determine a theme or central idea and 
explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize portions of a text. (RI&RL)

Describe characters, textual 
relationships (NY-3.R.3)
In literary texts, describe character traits, 
motivations, or feelings, drawing on 
specific details from the text. (RL)
In informational texts, describe the 
relationship among a series of events, 
ideas, concepts, or steps in a text, using 
language that pertains to time, sequence, 
and cause/effect. (RI)

Word meaning (NY-3.R.4, NY-3.L.4)
Determine the meaning of words, phrases, 
figurative language, and academic and content-
specific words. (RI&RL&L)

Analyze text parts/features (NY-3.R.5)
In literary texts, identify parts of stories, 
dramas, and poems using terms such as 
chapter, scene, and stanza. (RL)
In informational texts, identify and use text 

Recognize Genres (NY-3.R.9)  Recognize genres 
and make connections to other texts, ideas, 
cultural perspectives, eras, personal events, and 
situations. (RI&RL).  *Newly tested standard in 
2023 (3% of 2023 exam weight)

Point of view (NY-3.R.6)  Discuss how the 
reader’s point of view or perspective may 
differ from that of the author, narrator or 
characters in a text. (RI&RL)

Supporting reasons & evidence 
(NY-3.R.8)  Explain how claims in 
a text are supported by relevant 
reasons and evidence. (RI&RL)

Analyze illustrations (NY-3.R.7)
Explain how specific illustrations or 
text features contribute to what is 
conveyed by the words in a text 
(e.g., create mood, emphasize 
character or setting, or determine 
where, when, why, and how key 
events occur). (RI&RL)

Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams
3rd grade ELA



Exam weightings by standard - historical averages since 2018
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5%

7%
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Theme/central idea (NY-4.R.2)
Determine a  theme or central idea of 

text and explain how it i s supported by 
key details; summarize a  text. (RI&RL)

Describe/explain characters & events 

(NY-4.R.3)  In l i terary texts, describe a 
character, setting, or event, drawing 
on specific details in the text. (RL)  
In informational texts, explain events, 
procedures, ideas, or concepts, 
including what happened and why, 
based on specific evidence from the 
text. (RI)

Word meaning (NY-4.R.4, NY-4.L.4)

Determine the meaning of words, phrases, 
figurative language, academic, and content-
specific words. (RI&RL&L)

Genre, cross-text connections (NY-

4.R.9)  Recognize genres and make 
connections to other texts, ideas, 
cul tural perspectives, eras, 
personal events, and s ituations. 
(RI&RL)

Identify text elements, structure (NY-
4.R.5)  In l i terary texts, identify and 
analyze structural elements, using 
terms  such as verse, rhythm, meter, 

characters, settings, dialogue, s tage 
directions. (RL)  In informational texts, 
identify the overall structure using 
terms  such as sequence, comparison, 
cause/effect, and problem/solution. 
(RI)

Point of view / primary & secondary 
sources (NY-4.R.6) In l i terary texts, 
compare and contrast the point of view 
from which different stories are 
narrated, including the difference 
between first- and third-person 
narrations. (RL)  In informational texts, 

compare and contrast a  primary and 
secondary source on the same event or 
topic. (RI).  Not tested in 2023.

Supporting reasons & 
evidence (NY-4.R.8)
Expla in how claims in a text 
are supported by relevant 
reasons and evidence. 
(RI&RL)

Interpret visual, oral, quantitative info 
(NY-4.R.7)  Identify information 
presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, 

diagrams, time lines, animations, 
i l lustrations), and explain how the 
information contributes to an 
understanding of the text. (RI&RL)

Key differences within the 2023 Exam:

** Point of view (NY-4.R.6) was not tested on the 2023 exam, but was tested significantly in prior years (2018-2022)

Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams

4th grade ELA



Exam weightings by standard - historical averages since 2018
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Theme/central idea (NY-5.R.2)
Determine a theme or central idea and 
explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize a text. (RI&RL)

Compare characters / text elements (NY-
5.R.3)  In literary texts, compare and 
contrast two or more characters, settings, 
and events, drawing on specific details in 
the text. (RL)  In informational texts, 
explain the relationships or interactions 
between two or more individuals, events, 
ideas, or concepts based on specific 
evidence from the text. (RI)

Word meaning (NY-5.R.4, NY-5.L.4-5)
Determine the meaning of words, phrases, 
figurative language, academic, and content-
specific words and analyze their effect on 

Integrate information (NY-5.R.7)
Analyze how visual and multimedia elements 
contribute to meaning of literary and 
informational texts. (RI&RL)

Explain text elements & structure (NY-5.R.5)
In literary texts, explain how a series of 
chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to 
determine the overall structure of a story, 
drama, or poem. (RL).  In informational texts, 
compare and contrast the overall structure in 
two or more texts using terms such as 
sequence, comparison, cause/effect, and 
problem/solution. (RI)

Point of view (NY-5.R.6)
In literary texts, explain how a narrator’s or 
speaker’s point of view influences how 
events are described. (RL)  In informational 
texts, analyze multiple accounts of the same 
event or topic, noting important similarities 
and differences in the point of view they 
represent. (RI)

Supporting reasons & evidence (NY-5.R.8)
Explain how claims in a text are supported by 
relevant reasons and evidence, identifying which 
reasons and evidence support which claims. (RI&RL)

Cross-text connections (NY-5.R.9)*
Use established criteria to categorize texts and make 
informed judgments about quality; make connections to 
other texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, eras and personal 
experiences. (RI&RL)  *Newly tested standard in 2023 (3% 
of 2023 exam weight)

Key differences within the 2023 Exam:

*Cross-text connections (NY-5.R.9) was a newly tested standard in 2023 (was not tested 2018-2022)

Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams
5th grade ELA



Exam weightings by standard - historical averages since 2018
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Theme / central idea (NY-6.R.2)
Determine a theme or central idea of a text 
and how it is developed by key supporting 
details over the course of a text; summarize 
a text (RI&RL)

Analyze key elements, describe plot (NY-
6.R.3)  In literary texts, describe how 
events unfold, as well as how characters 
respond or change as the plot moves 
toward a resolution. (RL)
In informational texts, analyze how 
individuals, events, and ideas are 
introduced, relate to each other, and are 
developed. (RI)

Word meaning (NY-6.R.4, NY-6.L.4)
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings. Analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on meaning, tone, and mood, including 
words with multiple meanings. (RI&RL).

Analyze text part (NY-6.R.5)
In literary texts, analyze how a particular sentence, 
paragraph, stanza, chapter, scene, or section fits into the 
overall structure of a text and how it contributes to the 
development of theme, central idea, setting, or plot. (RL)
In informational texts, analyze how a particular sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of 
a text and how it contributes to the development of theme or 
central ideas. (RI)

Compare texts (NY-6.R.9)
Use established criteria in order to 
evaluate the quality of texts. Make 
connections to other texts, ideas, 
cultural perspectives, eras, and 
personal experiences. (RI&RL).

Point of view (NY-6.R.6)
In literary texts, identify the point of view and 
explain how it is developed and conveys 
meaning. (RL)
In informational texts, explain how an author’s 
geographic location or culture affects his or her 
perspective. (RI).

Evaluate argument (NY-6.R.8)
Trace and evaluate the development of an 
argument and specific claims in texts, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by 
relevant evidence from claims that are not. 
(RI&RL)

Integrate Information (NY-6.R.7)
Compare and contrast how different formats, 
including print and digital media, contribute to 
the understanding of a subject. (RI&RL).

Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams
6th grade ELA



Exam weightings by standard - historical averages since 2018
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Theme / central idea (NY-7.R.2)
Determine a theme or central idea of a 
text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text; summarize a text. 
(RI&RL)

Analyze key elements & interactions 
(NY-7.R.3)
In literary texts, analyze how elements 
of plot are related, affect one another, 
and contribute to meaning. (RL)
In informational texts, analyze how 
individuals, events, and ideas are 
introduced, relate to each other, and 
are developed. (RI)

Word meaning (NY-7.R.4, NY-7.L.4-5)
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings. Analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning, tone, and mood, including words with 
multiple meanings. (RI&RL)

Evaluate argument (NY-7.R.8)
Trace and evaluate the development of an 
argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is valid 
and the evidence is relevant and sufficient 
and recognizing when irrelevant evidence is 
introduced. (RI&RL)

Analyze structure (NY-7.R.5)
In literary texts, analyze how structure, 
including genre-specific features, contributes to 
the development of themes or central ideas. 
(RL)
In informational texts, analyze the structure an 
author uses to organize a text, including how 
the sections contribute to the whole and to the 
development of themes or central ideas. (RI)

Point of view (NY-7.R.6)
In literary texts, analyze how an author 
develops and contrasts the point of view and 
the perspectives of different characters or 
narrators. (RL)
In informational texts, analyze how the author 
distinguishes his or her position from that of 
others. (RI)

Compare texts (NY-7.R.9) - newly 
tested standard.  Use established 
criteria in order to evaluate the quality 
of texts. Make connections to other 
texts, ideas, cultural perspectives, 
eras, and personal experiences. 

Key differences within the 2023 Exam:

* Compare texts (NY-7.R.9) was tested on the 2023 exam, for the first time since 2015

Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams
7th grade ELA



Key differences within the 2023 Exam:

** Analyze structure (NY-8.R.5) was not tested on the 2023 exam but has been tested in all prior years.

Exam weightings by standard - historical averages since 2018

18%

27%

22%

7%

17%

5% 3%

Theme / central idea (NY-8.R.2)
Determine one or more themes or 
central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text; 
summarize a text. (RI&RL)

Analyze key elements & interactions 
(NY-8.R.3) In literary texts, analyze how 
particular  lines of dialogue or events 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a 
character, or provoke a decision. (RL)
In informational texts, analyze how 
individuals, events, and ideas are 
introduced, relate to each other, and are 
developed. (RI)

Word meaning (NY-8.R.4, NY-8.L.4)
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used 
in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings. 
Analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning, tone, 
and mood, including words with multiple meanings. (RI&RL)

Evaluate argument (NY-8.R.8)
Trace and evaluate an argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether 
the reasoning is valid and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient and recognizing 
when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
(RI&RL)

Analyze structure (NY-8.R.5)  - not tested in 2023
In literary texts, and informational texts, 
compare and contrast the structures of two or 
more texts in order to analyze how the differing 
structure of each text contributes to overall 
meaning, style, theme, or central idea. (RI&RL)

Point of view (NY-8.R.6)
In literary texts, analyze how the 
differences between the point of view, 
perspectives of the characters, the 
audience, or reader create effects such as 
mood and tone. (RL)
In informational texts, analyze how the 
author addresses conflicting evidence or 

Compare texts (NY-8.R.9)
Choose and develop criteria in order to 
evaluate the quality of texts. Make 
connections to other texts, ideas, cultural 
perspectives, eras, and personal 
experiences. (RI&RL)

Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams
8th grade ELA
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Shapes and attributes (NY-3.G.2)

Reason with shapes and their attributes. 
Recognize and classify polygons. Partition shapes 
into parts with equal areas.

Time problems, volume and mass (NY-
3.MD.1-2)
Solve problems involving measurement 
and estimation of intervals of time, liquid 
volumes, and masses of objects.

Geometric mesurement / area, 
perimeter (NY-3.MD.5-7)
Geometric measurement: understand 
concepts of area and relate area to 
multiplication and to addition. Solve 
problems involving perimeters of 
polygons.

Understanding Fractions, number 

line (NY-3.NF.1-3)

Develop understanding of 
fractions as numbers.

Multiplication and Division (NY-3.OA.1-4)  
Represent and solve problems involving 
multiplication and division.

Word Problems (NY-3.OA.8-9)
Solve problems involving the four 
operations, and identify and extend 
patterns in arithmetic.

Place Value (NY-3.NBT.1, NY-3.NBT.3-
4)
Use place va lue understanding and 
properties of operations to perform 

Apply Mult/Division Properties (NY-

3.OA.5-6) Understand properties of 

multiplication and the relationship 
between multiplication and division.

Represent and interpret data (NY-3.MD.3)  Represent 
and interpret data. Draw a scaled picture and bar graph 
to respresent a  data set. Generate measurement data by 
measuring lenghts using rulers. Plot the data.  Not tested 
in 2022 or 2023.

Key differences within the 2023 Exam:

* Represent and interpret data (NY-3.MD.3) was not tested on the 3rd grade exam in 2023 (also not tested in 2022).

Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams

Exam weightings by topic - historical averages since 2018
Shapes and attributes (NYRepresent and interpret data (NY-3.MD.3)  Represent 

3rd grade Math



Key differences within the 2023 Exam:

** Point of view (NY-4.R.6) was not tested on the 2023 exam, but was tested significantly in prior years (2018-2022)

Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams

4th grade Math
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Measurement & Conversion (NY-
4.MD.1-2)  Solve problems involving 
measurement and conversion of 
measurements from a larger unit to 
a smaller unit.

Convert measurement units, represent 
data (NY-5.MD.1-2)
Convert like measurement units within a 
given measurement system.  Represent 
and interpret data.

Volume (NY-5.MD.3-5)
Geometric measurement: understand 
concepts of volume and relate volume to 
multiplication and to addition.Place Value (NY-5.NBT.1-4)

Understand the place value system.

Decimal notation for fractions (NY-
4.NF.5-7)  Understand decimal notation 
for fractions, and compare decimal 
fractions.  Not tested in 2023

Operations on multi-digit numbers 
(NY-5.NBT.6-7) Perform operations 
with multi-digit whole numbers and 
with decimals to hundredths.

Interpret numerical expressions (NY-5.OA.1-2)  
Write and interpret numerical expressions. 
Apply the order of operations to evaluate 
numerical expressions.  Not tested in 2023

Equivalent Fractions (NY-5.NF.1-2)  
Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and 
subtract fractions.

Multiply and divide fractions (NY-5.NF.3-7)
Apply and extend previous understandings of 
multiplication and division to multiply and divide 
fractions.

Two-dimensional figures (NY-
5.G.3-4)  Classify two-
dimensional figures into 
categories based on their 
properties.

Exam weightings by topic - historical averages since 2018
Two-dimensional figures (NY-

Key differences within the 2023 Exam:

* Decimal notation for fractions (NY-4.NF.5-7) and Interpret numerical expressions (NY-5.OA.1-2) were not 

tested in 2023 but have been tested in prior year years.

Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams

5th grade Math



Exam weightings by topic - historical averages since 2018
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Divide fractions; common factors & multiples (NY-
6.NS.1, 4)  Apply and extend previous understandings 
of multiplication and division to divide fractions by 
fractions.  Compute fluently with multi-digit numbers 
and find common factors and multiples.

Rational numbers (NY-6.NS.5-8)  
Apply and extend previous understandings 
of numbers to the system of rational 
numbers.

Ratio concepts (NY-6.RP.1-3)  
Understand ratio concepts and use ratio 
reasoning to solve problems.

Algebraic Expressions (NY-6.EE.1-4) Apply and 
extend previous understandings of arithmetic to 
algebraic expressions.

One variable equations and inequalities (NY-
6.EE.5-8) Reason about and solve one-variable 
equations and inequalities.

Area, surface area, and volume (NY-6.G.1-4)
Solve real-world and mathematical problems 
involving area, surface area, and volume.

Dependent and independent variables (NY-
6.EE.9) Represent and analyze quantitative 
relationships between dependent and 
independent variables.

Interpret numerical expressions, analyze 
patterns (NY-5.OA.1, 3) Write and interpret 
numerical expressions. Analyze patterns and 
relationships.

6th grade Math

Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams



Exam weightings by topic - historical averages since 2018
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Operations with rational numbers (NY-
7.NS.1-3) Apply and extend previous 
understandings of operations with fractions 
to add, subtract, multiply, and divide rational 
numbers..

Proportional relationships (NY-7.RP.1-3)  
Analyze proportional relationships and use 
them to solve real-world and mathematical 
problems.

Equivalent expressions (NY-7.EE.1-2)
Use properties of operations to generate 
equivalent expressions.

Solve problems with expressions, equations 
(NY-7.EE.3-4) Solve real-life and 
mathematical problems using numerical and 
algebraic expressions, equations, and 
inequalities.

Probability and probability 
models (NY-7.SP.5-8)
Investigate chance processes and 
develop, use, and evaluate 
probability models.

Geometric figures; Area and volume (NY-
7.G.1,4) Represent and analyze quantitative 
relationships between dependent and 
independent variables.

Draw comparative inferences (NY-7.SP.1-4)
Draw informal comparative inferences 
about two populations.

Statistical Variability (NY-6.SP.2-5) Develop 
understanding of statistical variability; 
Summarize and describe distributions.

Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams

7th grade Math



Exam weightings by topic - historical averages since 2018

12%

10%

13%

18%10%

6%

15%

2%

6%
1%

9%

Radicals and integer exponents (NY-
8.EE.1-4) Work with radicals and 
integer exponents.

Graph proportional relationships (NY-
8.EE.5-6) Understand the connections 
between proportional relationships, lines, 
and linear equations.

Linear equations (NY-8.EE.7-8) Analyze 
and solve linear equations and pairs of 
simultaneous linear equations.

Define and compare functions (NY-8.F.1-
3)
Define, evaluate, and compare functions.

Bivariate data (NY-8.SP.1-4)  
Investigate patterns of 
association in bivariate data..

Functional relationships (NY-8.F.4-
5) Use functions to model 
relationships between quantities.

Pythagorean Theorem (NY-8.G.6-8) - newly 
tested .   Understand a proof of the 
Pythagorean Theorem and apply it to 
determine  unknown side lengths in right 
triangles and to find the distance between two 
points in a coordinate system..

Geometric figures; Area and volume (NY-7.G.2-3, 
NY-7.G.5-6 ) Draw, construct, and describe 
geometrical figures and describe the relationships 
between them.  Solve real-life and mathematical 
problems involving angle measure, area, surface 

Congruence and similarity (NY-8.G.1-5)  
Understand congruence and similarity using 
physical models, transparencies, or 

Volume formulas (NY-8.G.9) Solve real-world 
and mathematical problems involving volume of 
cylinders, cones, and spheres.

Irrational numbers (NY-8.NS.1-2) - newly tested .   
Know that there are numbers that are not rational, 
and approximate them by rational numbers.

Key differences within the 2023 Exam:

* Pythagorean Theorem (NY-8.G.6-8) and Irrational numbers (NY-8.NS.1-2) were tested for the first time in 2023

8th grade Math
Pie chart shows average % weight of each standard on the 2018, 2019, 2022, and 2023 NYS exams
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